
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Beaufort County Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) was held 
on Monday, October 7, 2019, in Council Chambers, County Administration Building, 100 Ribaut Road, 
Beaufort, South Carolina. 
 
  
Members Present: 
Mr. Ed Pappas, Chairman          Mr. Harold Mitchell           Dr. Caroline Fermin         
Mr. Randolph Stewart, Vice Chairman            Ms. Diane Chmelik            Ms. Cecily McMillan 
Mr. Kevin Hennelly          Mr. Jason Hincher 
         
Members Absent:   
None                    
 
Staff Present: 
Mr. Robert Merchant, Assistant Community Development Director 
Ms. Diane McMaster, Senior Administrative Specialist 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice Chairman Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Vice Chairman Stewart led those assembled with the pledge of allegiance.  
 
REVIEW OF AGENDA:  Vice Chairman Stewart requested an amendment to the current agenda as 
follows:  election of a new BC Planning Commission Chairman be added as an additional agenda item.  Dr. 
Caroline Fermin made a motion to amend said agenda, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Jason Hincher.  
All Commission members present supported the motion. 
 
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES:  The Commissioners reviewed the June 3, 2019, meeting minutes.  
Mr. Ed Pappas made a motion to accept the minutes as written, and Ms. Diane Chmelik seconded the 
motion.  There was unanimous support for the motion.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Vice Chairman Stewart recognized Robert Semmler for his countless hours 
of service on various boards, commissions, and committees within Beaufort County.  Before stepping down, 
Mr. Semmler had served on the Beaufort County Planning Commission for eleven years. 
 
ZTA 2019-01  TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE LADY’S ISLAND COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
DISTRICT (LIPC) AND THE LADY’S ISLAND EXPANDED HOME BUSINESS DISTRICT 
(LIEHB) TO LIMIT RESIDENTIAL DENSITY TO DEVELOPMENTS NOT LOCATED ON 
PUBLIC SEWER (APPENDIX A, DIVISION A.2 AND A.3)     
   
Mr. Robert Merchant, Beaufort County Community Development Deputy Director, presented information 
to the Commission regarding the proposed Text Amendment.  The Amendment would (1) limit the 
minimum lot size for minor subdivisions (4 lots or fewer) to ½ acre and (2) limit the density of major 
subdivisions (greater than 4 lots) that are served by on-lot septic systems to one dwelling unit per 2 acres.  
The proposed guidelines are specifically recommended in the Lady’s Island Plan as one component of an 
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