Beaufort County Library
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
Minutes — January 12, 2022 — 4:00 p.m.
Bluffton Branch Library
120 Palmetto Way

The first scheduled meeting for 2022 was held in-person at the Bluffton
Branch Library with a virtual attendance option for board members.

Trustees: Ana Maria Tabernik, Chair; Lynne Miller (Vice-chairman), Joseph Bogacz, Bernard
Kole, Janet Porter, Rosalie Richman, Tracey Robinson, and Terry Thomas
e Trustee seat for District 9 is vacant.
Absentees: Brenda Ladson-Powell and James Morrall
County Staff: Charles Atkinson, Assistant County Administrator
Hosts: Amanda Dickman, Library Director; Joshua Greer, Deputy Director

Guests: Katharine McKean (Branch Manager at Bluffion Branch), Troy Matthews (Beaufort
County Broadcast Services)

County Council Member: Alice Howard

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: Mr. Bogacz led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment: None.

Minutes from meeting held November 10, 2021:
e The minutes for November 10, 2021 were approved on a motion from Mr. Kole and a
second from Mr. Bogacz. There was a unanimous vote to approve.

Correspondence/Memberships: None.

Library Director’s Report: Amanda Dickman, Library Director presented her report:

¢ Personnel Update: There are currently thirteen (13) vacant positions:
« Three (3) vacancies are in the process of being filled
» Eight (8) job postings are advertised.
* Two (2) job descriptions are being revised before posting.

e Staff Introductions:

e Katharine “Kitti” McKean first joined the Beaufort County Library in 2021 as the Branch
Manager of the Bluffton Branch Library. Within her first six months, she has trained new
employees and was instrumental in assisting the community and staff during the Bluffton
Branch Renovation from March 2021 to January 2022.
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Projects Updates:

Covid-19 take home saliva Kits at branch libraries:

Ms. Dickman announced that SC Department of Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC) has provided Beaufort County Library branches with a limited supply of free,
saliva-based COVID-19 test kits for distribution to the public. To date, Beaufort County
Library has distributed 229 kits.

Free Tax Assistance at library locations:

Ms. Dickman announced that both AARP and VITA have will return to provide their
free, volunteer tax preparation services. AARP will operate out of the Bluffton Branch
Library. VITA will operate out of the Beaufort, Lobeco, St. Helena, and Bluffton branch
libraries.

StoryWalks:
Ms. Dickman described the efforts of two groups interesting in partnering with Beaufort
County Library to install StoryWalks across the county.
o Friends of the Beaufort Library StoryWalk at a site in northern Beaufort County
o Leadership HHI class StoryWalk in Bluffton Village

Action: Mr. Kole made a motion to support Beaufort County Library’s involvement in
the effort to install StoryWalks as presented. Ms. Miller seconded. There was a
unanimous vote to approve.

Committee Reports:

Finance Committee: Mr. Bogacz explained the following financial documents in detail and

expressed that the Beaufort County Library is in good financial standing.

FY 2022 Special Funds Report: (see attachment)

Mr. Bogacz explained the attached report noting the receipts and expenditures from special
fund sources.

Beaufort County Library System - Budget Update — FY 2022: (see attachment)

Mr. Bogacz explained the documents in detail noting that at 6 months (50%) or halfway
through the new fiscal year, the Library has spent 44% of the annual budget. The unspent
funds represent staff vacancies which are expected to be filled in the coming months.

Mr. Bogacz noted the receipt of the second quarterly State Aid payment of $109,832 for
the purchase of library materials. Of this figure, $77,355 has been spent in this fiscal year
leaving a balance of $142,309. The third installment of State Library is expected to be
$109,832 and a 4th installment is expected to be $35,000.

FY 2022 Library Materials Expenditure vear-to-date: (for more details, see attachment)

Mr. Bogacz explained the document in detail noting fiscal year-to-date expenditures
totaling $219,752.
Mr. Bogacz noted the new “BingePass” feature in Hoopla providing access to greater
educational suite of digital media.
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Public Library Foundation: Ms. Miller announced the next meeting of the Public Library
Foundation is scheduled for February 16%.

Friends of the Librarv (FOL):

e Beaufort Branch:

e Ms. Dickman announced the Friends of the Beaufort Library launched their annual
“Books Sandwiched In” series at USCB (in person) and Zoom (virtual). The lecture
series will run on Mondays through March 7%, Full details available on the Friends of
Beaufort Library website (www.friendsofthebeaufortlibrary.com)

¢ Ms. Dickman announced the next Friends of the Beaufort Library meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 10% at 4pm.

¢ Bluffton Branch: Ms. Richman reported that the Friends of the Bluffton Library held
their annual meeting on Tuesday, January 4™ immediately following the reopening
ceremony. They have a new president, vice president, secretary, and committee chair
positions. The Friends of the Bluffton Library will next meet on February 23 at 10am.

e Hilton Head Branch: Ms. Miller explained that the Friends of the Hilton Head Library
met on Tuesday, January 11% to welcome new board members and plan for the future.
They will next meet on Tuesday, February 15% at 3:30pm.

Policies and Procedures Committee:
e Meeting Room Policy revision: (see attachment)
o Defining study room usage in libraries that have study room:
o Ms. Dickman explained the need to define requirements for study room usage.

Motion: Mr. Kole made a motion to approve the revision to clarify “study room usage is
available on a first come-first served basis”. Mr. Bogacz seconded. There was a
unanimous vote. The motion carried.

Strategic Planning Committee:
¢  Ms. Porter announced her term on the Library Board of Trustees has expired and she is
not seeking reappointment. She plans to work with Dr. Tabernik and Ms. Dickman to
identify a new chair of the Strategic Planning Committee.

Challenced Materials Committee: None.

Library Facilities Committee: Mr. Kole provided an update on the following library facilities
projects:

e  Mr. Kole applauded library administration on the completion of the Phase 1 Bluffton
Branch Library renovation.

¢  Mr. Kole reminded board members that future library facilities projects include Phase 2
Bluffton Renovation, Hilton Head Branch Library renovations, and a potential new
library in Pritchardville/Okatie.
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Old Business: None.
New Business: None.

Executive Session:
e Pursuant to S.C. Code Section 30-4-70 (A) (2): Discussion of negotiations incident to
proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of real property.
e Ms. Miller called the executive session to order at 4:51 p.m.

Matters Arising out of Executive Session: Ms. Miller concluded executive session at 5:19pm
and reported no votes had been taken.

Announcements:

s Ms. Miller thanked Dr. Porter for her contributions to the Library Board of Trustees
during her tenure as a board member. She thanked her for leadership and sharing
expertise in strategic planning in service of the Beaufort County Library.

¢ Ms. Miller announced the March 9th meeting will take place at the St. Helena Branch
Library.

With no other business to discuss, Ms. Miller adjourned the Library Board of Trustees meeting at
5:20 p.m. on a motion from Mr. Kole and a second from Mr. Thomas.

Respecifiilly submitted,
/ / Y

Amanda Dickman
Library Director
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