
( RS4. II U OI ) No. 566

An Act To Cr eate The Burton Fire Distr-ict I n Beaufort
Coun ty ; To Pr ovi de For It. Board Of F ire Contr ol For The Dis
trict; To Prescribe The Powers, Duties And Membersh ip Of The
Board ; To Provide For Tax Levies ; And To Provide Penalt ies
For Certain Violations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina :

SECTI ON 1. Burto n Fire Dist rict created.c-.T here is hereby cre
ated th c Bu rton Fire Distr ict in Beaufort County, which shall include
all of Beaufor t Township excep t the area within thc corporate mu 
nicipal ities of Beaufort and Por t Royal.

SE CTION 2. Board of Fire Control.- There is hereby estab
lished a board of fire contro l for the distr ict. composed of five mem
bers appointed by a majority of the Beaufort County Council. Tenus
of office shall be for four years and until successors ar e appointed
and qualify. Provided, however, that of those first appointed thrce
shall serve for four years, and two shall serve for two years , the re
specn ve tcrms of office being designated by coun ty council ill its
appointments. The members of the board shall serve without pay and
shall file annually a report with the Beaufort County Council and
the County Legislative Delegation, not later than the first of No
"ember o f each )'ear, showing all activities and disbursements made
by the board du ring the yc.1r.
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SECTION 3. Powers and duties.c-,T he board shall hav e the fol
lowing duties and responsibilities:

(a) To buy such fire ~fighting equipment as the board deems
necessary for the purpose of cont rolling fires within the mone y allo 
cated or mad e available to the board for such purposes.

(b) T o select and procur e the sites or places within the area
where the fire-fighting equipment shall be kept.

( c) To provide and select, in coordinat ion with the fire chief,
the drive rs an d othe r voluntee r firemen to man such equipment who
shall serve without- comp ensation .

(d) To procure and supervise, in coordi nation with the fire
chief, the training of the volunt eer firemen selected to insure that
the equipm ent shall he ut ilized for the best interes ts of the area.

( e) To be respon sible for the upkeep, maintenance and repairs
of the trucks and other fire-fighting equi pment and to that end shall,
as often as is deemed necessary, inspect such equi pmen t.

(f) To promulgate such rule s and regulations as it lIlay deem
proper and necessary to insure that the equipment is heing used to
the best advantage of the area.

(g) T o construct, if necessary, buildings to hou se the equipment
authorized herein.

(b) To borrow money on such terms and for such a period as
to the fire control board llIay seem most beneficial for the fire dis trict
in antici pation of taxes. The indebtedness shall be evidenced by a
note issued by the members of the board and the county t reasurer.
The full faith and tax ing power of the fire dist rict is her eby irre
vocably pledged for the payment of the indebtedness.

SECTION 4. Tax levy.- T be Auditor and T reasurer of Beaufor t
County arc hereby directed to levy and collect a tax of not more
than five mills , to be determined by the board of fire control, upon
all taxable property of the district for the purpose of defraying the
expenses incurred by the hoard. All monies collected from th is levy
shal l be credited to the fire district.

SECTION 5. Supervision of equipmcnt.- 'l'he fire ch ief or equiv 
alent official of the tru ck company to wh ich the equ ipmen t is as
signed shall have complete supervision over its usc and opera tion
and it shall be his responsibility to insure that the equ ipment is
readily available for usc at all limes.
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SECTION 6. Members to enforce fire 1:l.ws.- All membe rs of
the truck company of the district lll.3.) ' direct nud co ntrol t raffic at
the scene of an}' fire in the area of the dist rict and enforce the laws
of this State relating to the following of fire app..nrntus, the crossi ng
of fire hose and interfering with firemen ill the d ischarge of their
duti es in connection with a fire in a like manlier as provided for
the enforcement of such laws by pc..1.CC officers.

SECTION 7. Unlawful acts-pcnal tics.-It is unla wful to inte r
fere with a member of a fire depa rtment in the discharge of his
dillies in the district or to interfere with :my fire appa ratus used by
the lire department in the distri ct, an d :my person so offending shall
be subject to a fine of not exceeding onc hundr cd dollar s or im
prisonmcnt for not exceeding thirty days.

SECTION 8. Time effectivc.- This act shall take effect upon ap·
prc val by the Oovernor.

Approved the 15th day of February, 19i3.


